3. The social context of school coexistence

3.2 The theoretical frame applied by the most important researchers operating in some participating countries

     In the non - scientific journalism we can come across two extremely contrary opinions in connection with the nation - consciousness, national - belonging together of the Hungarian society. According to one of them in the Hungarian society aggressive nationalism has spread extensively, and according to the second one from the Hungarian society the feeling of the national identity has completely been dead.. As we have very few emperic data, it is difficult to take a stand on the truth of these both contrary statements. In a questionnaire spreading to several countries from 1991 four questions were asked about this problem. ( Chart 1). The given answers do not support either of these extreme statements. In the respect of the proportion of those people who agree with the statement ' I am very patriotic' we occupy the middle place. For example in the USA the proportion of the patriotic is much larger, but in Russia and Ukraine it is smaller.The spreading of aggressive nationalism or uncritical nationalism are expressed by such statements as ' we have to fight for our country, whether it is right or not '( It is equivalent of the English nationalist statement from the last century )The proportion of the people who agree with this statement is the lowest in Hungary, but in the USA and England it is the highest. In the respect of the claim for stricter limitation of immigration, so in the respect of the antipathy against the immigrants we stand in the middle among the examined countries. The only element in which the proportion of agreeing people the Hungarian society stands on the first place is the demand for some parts of the neighbouring countries which is considered lawful. According to the athor,K. von Beyme (1994) it is the consequence of Trianon, because among the Europian countries Hungary had the most unfair modification of borders.

Chart 1

	Statement
	Hungary
	The USA
	England
	France
	Spain
	Italy
	West-Germany
	East-Germany
	Czechoslovakia
	Poland
	Bulgaria
	Rusnia
	Ukraina

	I am very patriotic.
	70
	88
	72
	64
	70
	69
	74
	69
	70
	75
	75
	60
	62

	We have to fight for our country, whether  it is right or not
	30
	55
	56
	37
	46
	39
	31
	16
	28
	47
	53
	42
	36

	The some parts of the neighbouring countries are trully ours.
	68
	-
	20
	12
	48
	29
	43
	25
	39
	60
	52
	22
	24

	We should limit more the immigration
	68
	-
	79
	86
	66
	84
	70
	70
	65
	58
	38
	45
	31

	Five negative opinions about the Jews.
	11
	6
	14
	-
	-
	-
	26
	-
	14
	34
	9
	22
	22


To influence nation - consciousness and the prejudice against other nations and minorities with government devices is very hazardous. The result in many cases can be the contrary of the intended purposes. The feeling of national - belonging together promotes the society's operation free from any conflicts, but the reference to it uncritically can lead to the fact that the feeling changes over into aggressive nationalism. And the stirring of the prejudice against other nations or minority within the society with political purpose can lead to fatal consequences.

The prejudices against national, religious, ethnic minority and discrimination are such critical phenomena and they caused so many serious tragedies in the past centuries especially in the 20's century that we have to follow their forming with attention and sociology must do its best to prove their unjustified existence.

3.3 The aspects of demography

The decrease of population

The condition of education is determined by the number and the composition of the different age - groups. On the one hand in the system of normative finance the government distributes the central educational resources among the local authorities according to the number of the students. Although between local athorities and schools the task - finance is the base of the education - finance, the distribution of resources among the schools cannot be detached from the number of the students. On the other hand the fluctuation of the number of age - groups - as capacities do not follow the changes very quckly - influences dramatically the given age - group's chances for further education, the forming of certain effeciency of education or the composition of the school students. 

    In Hungary the number of age - groups has changed very quckly since the last decade. In 60's few children were born, but in 70's appeared the age - groups with great number. The students of the population bulge have come out the public education in the last ten years in the primary schools, and since 1993 the secondary schools have been attended by less and less students. The forecasts had predected the increase of the number of births for the middle of 90's, because the great number of the age - groups of 70's got into the age of being able to bear, but this increase for the time being has not happened, even the number of births has decreased.

The man population of Hungary since 1980, the women population since 1982 have decreased from year to year. It has decreased to the highest degrees in the capital, to the lowest degrees in the North - Hungarian regions. The population of the country was less with 665 000 members on 1 January 2000 than in 1980. The decrease of the population can be explained with the decrease of the births and with drastic high number of the deaths. From 1980 the propotion of births decreased every year, so the biggest decrease can be seen in the age - group of 0-4 years in 5-year devision but according to the concentrated age - groups it can be seen among the children. (0 - 14)

The forming of the population according to five -year devision of age - groups between 1980-2000 In Hungary

	Age-group

YEAR
	In 1980

1000 members
	In 2000
	Changes

PER CENT

	0-4
	866
	505
	-42

	5-9
	773
	598
	-23

	10-14
	703
	615
	+0,6

	15-19
	650
	654
	+5

	20-24
	814
	853
	-15

	25-29
	892
	761
	-11

	30-34
	756
	671
	-16

	35-39
	721
	607
	+14

	40-44
	652
	746
	+17

	45-49
	685
	800
	-5

	50-54
	694
	659
	-10

	55-59
	674
	600
	+33

	60-64
	381
	506
	-12

	65-69
	547
	482
	0

	70-74
	416
	418
	+17

	75-79
	275
	323
	+17

	80-
	211
	246
	


Concentrated age-groups 

0-14 childhood

15-39 young adults

40-59 older adults

60- old aged

The forming of the population according to concentrated age groups betwwen 1980- 2000 in Hungary

	Age - group

Year
	In 1980
	In 2000
	Changes 

PER CENT

	0-14
	2342
	1718
	-27

	15-39
	3833
	3526
	-8

	40-59
	2705
	2805
	+4

	60-
	1830
	1986
	+8


In the school year 2001/2002 2,288 000 children took part in kindergarten and school - system education. From them 2,031000 members attended nursery schools and were students of a regular educational system. It is 80% of  the population between  3-22. This promotion is higher with 7% than it was in 1990.

The changing of the students' number

The number of the nursery - school children is decreasing from year to year due to the population bulge.The number of the students of primary schools is decreasing in a considerable way depending on the number of births.Between 1990 and 2002 the number of the primary school children is less with 20%. 4 % of the primary school children - 38000 children- was taught according to the syllabus of education of the handicapped, further 8000 handicapped students took part in integrated education.

The number and promotion of the regular students of secondary schools have increased. The decrease of the number of students of technical schools has stopped and slow increase can be seen. While in 1990 44% of the students taking part in the secondary education attended technical schools (trade schools) in 2002 their promotion in spite of their slow increase is only 24%.

The increase of the students of vocational secondary schools stopped in 1999/2000. Since then it has decreased a bit, although it is still the most popular type of schools.It is attended by the half of the students studying in the secondary education.(43%)

The greatest number - increase in the examined time can be seen in grammar schools , which give a general education and prepare for the higher education more succesfully, after all the number of the students studying here has increased with one and the half times since the last 10 years.From the students studying in secondary schools 33% chose this type of schools in 2001/2002.

The change of the students' number in the public education

	The type of the institution
	1990

member   per cent
	2000

member   per cent
	2002

member   per cent

	Nursery school
	391.129          100
	353.100       90.3
	342.285       87.5

	Primary school
	1.177.612       100
	960.790       81.6
	947.037       80.4

	Technical school
	222.204          100
	121.400       54.6
	126.367        56.9

	Special technical sch
	2.651              100  
	  5.200         196.1
	    6.631        250.1

	Vocational secondary
	217.787          100
	295.000      134.9
	292.646 134.3

	Grammar school
	142.247          100
	215.500      151-5
	223.474       157.1


The data of this chart  prove that the direct effect of the population factors in case of the forming of students' number can be experienced mainly on the lower - grades.In the case of the secondary institutions the demographic decrease was moderated by the desire for obtaining higher educational qualification.

The difference of age between teachers and students

Zsuzsa Deák and Maria Nagy in their research examining the social and professional mobilization of teachers came to the conclusion in 1998 that one basic problem is that the teaching profession is increasingly becoming a female preserve after all among teachers working in all age - groups of primary and secondary educational institutions the promotion of women is the highest. The data of the chart 5 indicate that there are few young teachers under 30, the difference of age between teachers and students is increasing. Although compering with the countries of Europian Union this promotion is favourable, because there are only three countries where the promotion of young teachers is higher than in Hungary.

The most young teachers are among the foreign language teachers, the promotion of the teachers under 30 is over 25%. The reason of this on the one hand is that since the change of regime the promotion of the students studying foreign languages in the higher education has considerably increased , from them a lot became teachers.But we have to know the fact that earlier the training of foreign - language teachers was on the Russian language in large numbers, so the great number of the today's middle -aged teachers could complete English, German, French branches only by retraining.

The promotion of young teachers under 30 in primary and secondary educational institutions in the EU countries and in Hungary in 1996

	COUNTRY
	THE PROMOTION OF TEACHERS UNDER  30 (per cent)

	ICELAND
	21.1

	PORTUGAL
	17.4

	AUSTRIA
	15.1

	HUNGARY
	14.7

	IRELAND
	14.4

	BELGIUM
	14.0

	LUXEMBURG
	13.6

	THE UNITED KINGDOM
	12.5

	FRANCE
	11.8

	FINNLAND
	10.4

	NORWAY
	9.4

	SWEDEN
	6.2

	GERMANY
	3.2

	DENMARK
	3.1

	The average of the countries
	11.7


The forming of the age and sex composition of the teachers working in the public education in the school-year 1996/97

	Age-group
	Promotion in per cent
	Promotion of women in per cent
	Promotion of men in per cent

	20-29
	14.7
	75.7
	24.3

	30-39
	32.7
	77.2
	22.8

	40-49
	33.4
	79.5
	20.5

	50-59
	18.3
	64.7
	35.3

	Over 60
	1.0
	54.2
	45.8

	together
	100.0
	75.2
	24.8


The shift of promotion between the sexes in different professions is often influenced by the social economic appreciation of the given profession, that is the developed picture in the public opinions About the given profession, the volume of attainable salary, possibilities for careers and the employment opportunities on other fields with the same qualification.

In the institutions doing vocational training, in the former trade schools and technical schools the age of the teachers is the highest. As a reason of it Mártonfi György ( George Martonfi) in his research about secondary school teachers mentions the recession towards this instruction. In these institutions because of the rapid decrease of the students' number fewer opportunities presented themselves for the employment of young teachers , and because of the uncertain situation more young teachers under 30 left the institutions than middle aged ones and those who are close to retire. On the manpower - market the convertable knowledge of middle - aged and older professional teachers is very low. The average age of practical teachers goes beyond the professional theoretical teachers'. The former ones' is 44 years old and the latter ones' is 42.8 years old the age of general subjects' teachers is 39. 7. According to George Martonfi the first reason of this  is the fact that the practical education needs more routine or experience . Secondly, the directors of the schools and the institution maintainer- because they show their soliderity with them - often employ the group of those practical teachers owing to whom the necessary professional renewal becomes impossible or slows down.

3.4 Living together, racial discrimination, hatred of strangers

' Difference' does not appear in an abstract way but always in the existence of an another

concrete group. It does not mean that the person regarding his own group as a measure cannot

find common, strange features in all the other groups. In our questionnaire we gave several

groupnames which are supposed to be different groups compared with the groups in the

majority in the present Hungarian public speech. (Csepeli - Fábián - Sik 1998) The given

groups differed in the fact that the crosscategorizing affecting the majority affiliation of the

questioned person logically was excluded in some cases, but in other cases it was not.

   We tested the effect of the groupnames with two questions. The first question was whether the particular person would agree that a member of the group marked with the given name moved in his neighbourhood or refused this possibility. With the second question we wished to measure the direction and strength of the attitude towards the group marked with the given name on a scale of 9 degrees.

  Among the applied groupnames we can find different categories. There are ethnic minorities who escaped to Hungary and settled down in Hungary, homosexuals, captivates of extreme racial ideologies (skinheads) the condemned by the political rhetoric of the change of regime (communists), the most miserable members of the society ( the homeless) and drug - addicts.

Chart 2

Would you contribute to the following groups'moving in your neighbourhood. (per cent)

	
	yes
	no
	do not know

	Hungarian immigrants from Transylvania
	78,4
	21,0
	0,6

	Jewish
	71,1
	28,3
	0,6

	Swabian
	69,3
	30,2
	0,5

	Communist
	62,9
	36,4
	0,7

	Negro
	51,8
	47,6
	0,6

	Chinese
	46,5
	52,9
	0,6

	Romanian
	40,4
	58,9
	0,6

	Arabian
	40,2
	59,0
	0,8

	Refugee from Bosnia
	36,3
	63,2
	0,5

	Homosexual
	28,9
	70,3
	0,8

	Gipsy
	20,5
	78,6
	0,9

	Skinhead
	13,5
	85,9
	0,6


According to the chart 2 the greatest antipathy appeared against skinheads and gipsies who often get onto conflict with each other too.So the questioned people do not want to live in the neighbourhood of gipsies but they would keep away from the nearness of aggressive people who hate gipsies as well. This procedure summarized the answers into one main component.As a conclusion if the questionnaire does not offer stronger or weaker ranks for the expression of antipathies - sympathies, the interpretation of the ' difference' form single dimension.

   If we offer a scale of 9 degrees for the expression of the feelings connected with  'difference'

contrasted with the acceptance as a neighbour, - which affect people closely, where is not any ground of choosing values disregarded from interests left - we can find divided attitude patterns. As the first step of the exploration of the attitude patterns we can see in the following chart not only the fact that skinheads, drug - addicts, gipsies, homosexuals occupy the last places on the list of sympathy, but we can compare it with the data of the empiric research from 1994. It proves that the antipathy against the great number of minority groups has become stronger since the last 5 years. Although the extent of the processes of changing is not dramatic, but we have to take into consideration the fact that from the ten classified groups against six minority groups was shown strong antipathy even in 1994.

Chart 3

How sympathetic are the members of different minorities?

( means on the scale of 9 degrees)

	
	1994
	2000

	The Arabians
	3,53
	3,64

	The Serbians
	
	3,58

	Gipsies
	3,19
	2,71

	Negroes
	4,84
	4,11

	The Romanians
	4,16
	3,55

	The Chinese
	4.94
	3,94

	The Swabians
	
	5,22

	The Jews
	5.17
	5,02

	The homeless
	
	3,78

	Homosexuals
	2.69
	2,85

	The Poles
	5.91
	5,16

	Drug - addicts
	2.08
	2,08

	Skinheads
	1,91
	1,94


While behind the questions about neighbourhood hid  only one dimension of the 'difference' the question of attitude, - which lets ground for consideration much rather and independent of the situation -, gave possibilities for the separation of the dimensions of the 'difference'. The factor analysis has drawn a triple structure of opinion. In the first structure we can find 

' problematical ' ethnic minority.It is independent of the reasons of the problems (war, political persecution, misery or home detrimental position). The second factor includes an ethnic essence distinguised by historical - ideological point of view, belonging here the Germans and Jews who immigrated and adapted themselves more than 100 years ago, and in a limited number the Polish minority in Hungary. Finally in the third factor we can find those groups who differ from the social standard in the public opinion.( the homeless, homosexuals, drug - addicts, skinheads)

  From the point of view of our final model the first one (accepting the ethnic difference) and the third one ( accepting the peripheral groups ) dimensions seem to be important, because both show the present time sympathy - antipathy, and in this sence we can suppose that both strongly influence those conceptions, which refer to the gipsies' adapting themselves to the majority of the society.

   The part of the attitude towards ' difference' is xenofobia. We measured it with three questions. This chart shows the distribution of the answers.

Chart 4

Xenofobia as identity (per cent)

	Whether it belongs to the group of those people who
	Rather yes
	Rather no

	Do not like foreigners
	28
	72

	Would increase the severity of the reception of refugees
	78
	22

	Would limit the number of the skinheads living in the country
	50
	50


  It is difficult to judge what kind of relation there is between this way of the self - classification and the character of the measured attitude , but it is certain that the existence or absence of the xenofobia shown in this way is in harmony with the tolerance towards the 'difference'. It is shown in the chart 5.

Chart 5

The secondary factor structure of the accepting of 'difference' (factor -weights)

	Sympathy towards ethnic difference
	0,84323

	Xenofobia
	-0,59431

	Social distance
	-0,57443

	Deviate groups
	0,68749


The factor structure indicates that the aggregate sample of the attitude towards 'difference' is mainly influenced by sympathy - antipathy connected with the ethnic difference. The influence of the attitude connected with the difference based on deviation is strong as well, the effect of  xenofobia and  social distance is little weaker but acceptable.The information content of the secondary chief component is 47 per cent.

   We supposed that the social status plays a significiant role in the formation of the level of the intolerance afflicting all different minorities. The following chart shows how go together the status sensation established by the social comparing processes, and the status exempted from subjective elements and the status variation come into being as the both' combination. 

Chart 6

The mutuality beween the accepting of the social  status and ' difference'

	Subjective status
	0,18

	Objective status
	0,12

	Complete social status
	0,14


It seems that with the rise of the social status the tolerance towards 'difference' is increasing .People can be seen to accept or refuse the different minority groups according to the satisfaction with their positions. The more satisfied with their position they are the more tolerant they will be and inversery. At the same time we have to see that going together is not too strong in the case of any variations.

3.5 Coexistence and species
In 1987 four national minorities studied their mother language at schools - German, Romanian, Slovakian and Slovenian, the education of the Crotians and Serbians went on together, Greek education was not registrated. Today the Crotian , German, Romanian, Serbian , Slovakian, Slovenian minorities have stable school institutional network. Apart from these the Bulgarians, the Greek, the Russians and the Polish have primary schools.The number of the institutions and their students continiously increased in the past years, and the promotion within the system of education increased as well. So in the numerical data of the education of national minorities can be seen a contrary tendency comparing with the demographic waves.: in the schoolyear 1990/91  44545 students studied in primary schools in their mother tongue or in two languages, or studied the language of their minorities as a subject, in 1999/2000 it was 55 013.

           The number of those institutions is continiously increasing where operates national minority education. Their territorical position, differentiation according to the school-degree and type have improved. Many small settlements can perform locally their tasks. This fact contributes to a great extent to peoples' living in small villages institutional education in their mother tongue., and in this way there are more possibilities to form nationally homogeneous surroundings.The majority  of the schools is integrated, that is the minority students attend only some given classes of the institutions.

           The institutional and students'data indicate that the available capacities are not used efficiently. The number of the students for one school is lower than the average of the country because the participants of the minority education go to common schools with the students in the majority. The difference between the number of primary and secondary schools can be explained by the fact that the going - up system of the minority schools is very uncertain. The reason of the decrease of the number of those students in minority secondary schools who came from the primary schools teaching according to the national minority programme can be explained by the wrong position of these secondary schools, the narrowness of teaching profiles, the low level of the social prestige of the minority education, and the lack of the parents - students' motivation.

           He characteristic feature of the minority education is not only the fact that many families stable in their national identities do not give their child to minority schools,but the fact the children of non - minority families pour into this kind of education, so the survey of the real minority education is almost impossible. Because of the increase towards the German language non - minority families send their children to these schools with pleasure, where they can learn the minority German language. They do this if these schools are closer to their home or there the education is acknowledged and it has good social prestige. Ten years ago 75% , in 2000 84% of the students who attended the primary schools teaching also in national language learned in German minority programme.

           In the minority schools there is language teaching from the first class, while in other schools in general it starts only in the later classes.It does not cause big professional problem to put minority and majority students into common groups, as minority students learn this language as a foreign language.In this contradictory situation theoretically can help the special form of the cooperative education of minority and majority children, so- called intercultural education.

           The increase of the German language of the secondary schools is specific (82,3%), in the case of all other minorities the number of the students participating in the national programme had decreased till 2000. 

            The minority school network in Hungary adjusts to the settlement - geographical position of the national minorities. Teaching Slovenian can be found in Mura area, there is a grammar school in Szentgotthard. Teaching Romanian is by the side of the south border, there is a grammar school in Gyula.Croation education can be found in West -  Hungary, while Slovakian in the North or South- East Hungary.The schools of the remaining minorities are situated dispersively in the country.The German nationality in great number forms a larger group.Grammar schools follow only partly the territorical position of primary schools. In most cases there are not grammar schools which can be reached by every- day travelling, so the solution can be only students' hostels or the child has to leave the minority educational network. The chances of the German minorities are specific, because the German language can be learned not only in minority grammar schools.

            With the increase of the students' number and with other schools ' joining the minority network the number of the minority teachers has increased as well.But the number of the minority students for one school and for one teacher has decreased. In 1987 52 students belonged to one national foreign language teacher, in 2000 37 students . The minority data is more favourable than the average of the country, but it shows different devisions according to the languages.

            It is specific that the minority education in many places can be found in small areas, so the lack can risk the basic provision and the development as well. In the higher education the training of the teachers being able to teach the subjects in the target language is completely missing, and there are not any further education for this.As earlier only the applying for national branches was considered as intentional further education in grammar schools, many families do not encourage their children to apply for minority grammar schools unless they want to choose arts or language teacher as their further education.On the operating conditions of the minority education the supplementary financial aid ( above the normative assistence) guaranteed by the public educational law is destined to help. In the past decade this changeable amount of money gets to schools through the local authotities. The devision about the basic and supplementary financial aids is independent from each other and the amount from the local authorities can be used freely, so the helping purpose in many cases does not achieve its aim.

            The professional service system of the minority education was transformed in 90's many times. Beside the minority service centre - which came to existence in 1992 within the National Educational Institution and later in 1996 it was reorganized - the National Educational Service Office , the county pedagogical institutions and the territorical educational centres (till their cersation) performed minority pedagogical services and developments. But because of the lack of developing resources this system had only restrected effect on the level and content of minority education.

           The education of gipsy students

           The education of gipsy students on the basic level has not got a separated minority institutional system, in the secondary education they also learn in the schools maintained by local authorities , but on this level there are some institutions which operate on the base of the pedagogical programmes for gipsy students. Such schools are the 6 - class Gandhi Grammar School and Students' Hostel in Pécs, Kalyi Jag Gipsy National Technical School in Budapest, Roma Chance Alternative Foundational Technical School in Szolnok.

            It is very difficult to form an exact picture about the success of gipsy students because of the lack of enough information. Since the acceptance of the law about the protection of particulars (1993) we have not got any information about their development within the system and about their studying results because of the lack of adequately representative examinations. The analysis of the data from the early 90's showed that in 80's and in the first half of the 90's the gap between the gipsies and the majority became even larger. In the secondary education the gipsy students' chance for progress have not improved , although the extent of their lagging behind has decreased in the primary schools, in the technical training and in the secondary education giving final exam it has increased. To sum up we can see that on any level of the Hungarian educational system have not formed such conditions which can provide equality of chances for gipsy students.

            The most neuralgic problems of the gipsy students' education within the educational system is their desadvantageous distinction. It is also not unknown in other countries of Middle Europe to segregate gipsy students within the educational system in such a way that they are directed to special schools or classes organized for the slightly mentally handicapped students. Almost half of the students studying in such schools is gipsy, so the promotion is five times of those in the whole  educational system.

           There are different stages of the disadvantageous distinction. They spread from the teaching with reduced values, through the isolations in different extent to the escape from the gipsy students (rejecting, relief, direction to other special classes or schools).

           Segregation means in slighter cases the separation within the classes, in more extreme cases it means the forming of merged gipsy classes. The organizing segregate classes characterizes mainly the county towns and the towns with county law. From those settlements where gipsy population lives in great number in 55% of towns with county law, 44% of the capital's districts, 39% of smaller provincial towns, 22% of villages operate segregate gipsy classes. In the gipsy classes the children do not get higher-level education than the children taught in an integrated way.The development of the children taught in such classes usually stops , joining them back becomes impossible after one or two years. The segregation strenghtens and increases in the children the distance between the majority and minority,so it has inmeasurably harmful effect on the children belonging to the majority as well.

           In Hungary since 1925 three national minority educational basic types have been operating: the education on minority language, bilingual education and education in the Hungarian language.In the later one the minority language can be found as a subject.In the bilingual minority education the choosing of subjects of target language ( taught on the minority language) is the school's right. In 90's three subjects were taught in average on the minority language , there were such places where only one, but in other places almost every subject was taught in this way. The number of the target language subjects differed in different nationalities :the most in the Serbian schools, the fewest in the Slovenian schools were taken on.The number of the subjects is characteristic according to the classes, it is lower on the basic level than in the middle classes.

           The number of the target language subjects in secondary schools is between 2-10: the most are in Romanian Grammar School in Gyula, the fewest are in the German secondary bilingual schools. As the result of the free choice  of the subjects the circle of the target language subjects has become more colourful. In primary schools the subjects-mainly enviromental knowledge, music, history, PE, geography, technology and art are taught  on the minority language , the fewest students choose science subjects and maths. In secondary schools the teaching of history, maths, biology, geography goes on on minority languages. 

           Since 1998 this situation has changed in the way that only that school can be considered bilingual legally, which suits the requirements determined in guiding principle according to this factor. The so-called 'hidden' bilingual education must be registrated as completed language teaching minority education, and other programmes which teach less target language subjects as determined  or realize less language teaching directions must choose other names. This strange regulation is the result of an agreement.On one hand it has to suit that public education's purpose- where it needs and possible- these schools must switch over to larger promotion of target language or to more subjects in target language, but on the other hand the minority local authorities opposed to the decrease of the requirements of bilingual education.

            The quality and level of the minority programmes

            The most important conclusion of the analysis about the closing-up programmes of gipsy students was that in most classes the standard level is very low. Before the issue of guiding principles about minority education in structures with different essences and teaching orders different solutions were applied.

            In pedagogical-methodological sence  - as in the past two decades - the institutions educating minority children generally were left out from the main stream of innovative experiments and developments. It has harmful effect on the results on their children on two areas. On one respect without the renewal of the minority language pedagogy the education cannot answer to those challenges which are caused by the facts that the educational model based on the early family language socializaton (traditional nationality) has become into impossible situation, and the accelerating ( in many cases completed) changing of the language of minorities.According to the data of a sampling survey done in 1999 the majority of the students taking part in the minority education consider themselves as native speakers of Hungarian, the children's mother tongue is equivalent with the studied language in minority education only in the case of 5.1%. The Hungarian native language characterizes especially the children taking part in the german, slovakian, gipsy educational programmes. Even among those students who have strong national identity the promotion is only one third of those who regard  a minority language as their native language.

           The other question which can be solved only on the area of pedagogical-methodological development is to provide the school successfulness for the students. While the education of minority students is mainly language - cultural question, the problems connected with the education of gipsy students are more complecated. In their cases four connected and inseparable problems are mixed: the problem of the discrimination, the social marginalization of gipsy families, the lack of the prevailing of the minority rights and the problems connected with the quality of education.One of the typical answers for the problems of the gipsy education is the decrease of the requirements of the syllabus. In general this kind of arguments stands behind the forming of segregate gipsy classes or the directions of the gipsy sudents to the schools of the handicapped. Without the spread of the culture of the differential education and without applying active personality-centred pedagogical methods the education of the majority of gipsy students leads to their school failure.

3.6 Coexistence and students with special requirements

The education can be successful if teachers - taking into consideration the students' different abilities and skills - can reach with themt he most possible results. The differential approach for the individual - because of internal and external reasons - is missing from the Hungarian schools- was claimed by the athors of the article ' Report about the situation of the Hungarian public education 2000'.In the educational system appear more students' groups whose education happens according to the bases of a specific syllabus, on the basis of particular pedagogical considerations, and in many cases with application of special education-organizational solutions.The public education has special supplying responsibility in connection with the education of these groups possessing different skills, characteristic features and  language - cultural background and this responsibility is put down clearly in the different Hungarian laws.

In the Europian countries the problems in connection with the groups with special requirements come up in different way and with different importance. In Hungary there are two groups whose education - although they are not connected - worth stressed attention: handicapped children and those who belong to minority.

The mentally and 'other' handicapped children are the most at others' mercy of the public education. More complaints drew our attention to the fact that some local authorities ( mainly in smaller areas) do not possess the necessary conditions to provide the obligatory provision for these students.We  met such a problem when not only the city by the student's home but the whole county did not possess such institution which could provide the suitable education for the handicapped student. It is generally known that many local authorities have difficulties in raising the necessary financial conditions for every obligatory task, the omission springing from it hurts the student's and parents' right as well. In many cases the desparate parents turned to the authorities asking for help in exemption of the following contradiction. Their child is expelled from the institutions with general syllabuses, the child tries to adapt himself to the umpteeth institution, which adds to his basic difficulties with further fear and failure. The local authority cannot provide the suitable teacher of the handicapped, there is not an istitution suitable for the child's deficiency near his home, but if the parents do not undertake the continuous searching for a suitable institution, they break the constitutional obligation of the performance of compulsory education. This question can be completed with the teachers' opinion, that is although the expert committees advice to teach many other handicapped children in integrated, normal schools, not every teacher is prepared for this kind of challenges, their qualification does not spread to treat, develop, appreciate the students' different requirements. For example in many cases the ' other handicapped ' child  - child with behaviour disorder, hyperactive, dyslexic or dyscalculic child - in a normal class was treated as a bad student with bad behaviour, he meant for everybody a considerable burden.

The possibilities of integration

The basic feature of the education of the handicapped that the school system in Hungary educates the handicapped in  strongly specialized and isolated institutions. While one part of the slightly mentally handicapped is educated in normal classes in many countries, in Hungary practically we cannot find an example for this. There are different schools in the basic education for the blind, for the children with visual problems, for the deaf, for the partially deaf, the disabled and for the mentally handicapped. The isolated schools - while they are able to perform the educational tasks on suitable moreover excellent level - in the respect of the adapting of the handicapped often means obstacles for them. For the students educated in isolation from the majority of the society it is difficult to find their feet in the healthy world,outside the borders of the narrow handicapped subculture. In their social progress they suffer for the fact that they have been used to the life separated from the majority since their early childhood. The consequences of the educational isolation is obvious for the handicapped. In spite of this in Hungary we cannot talk about such practice which supports the integration of slightly handicapped children. This integration is slown down by the institutional interests of the isolated education and the present financial practice.

In Hungary the task of education of the handicapped is to help the handicapped at school, on the workplaces and in other parts of life adapt themselves into the normal society. In the primary schools of healthy people - although in small number - handicapped children are also present, which requires the cordinated developement of the integrating work of the teachers of the handicapped and the other teachers'.In this respect the law of chance equality in 1998 - giving time for patience - contains determined prescription claiming that the handicapped child must be educated in the same class or group with other students if it is adventageous in the respect of the development of the skills of the handicapped child.

One of the most problematic element of the school education of the slightly handicapped is the school selection  or Buggins' turn. While the number of the middle serious and serious mentally handicapped does not change, the number of the slightly handicapped strongly surges. Sometimes it occurs that from  primary schools not only the slightly mentally handicapped child is directed into a special school, but those children with healthy mind too whom teachers cannot or do not try to insert  in the classes of the primary school. So at schools the problems of the handicapped are often mixed with social problems. The isolated education of the handicapped has brought with itself the isolation of this profession. The teachers of the handicapped work in separated schools ( special schools) or within the school separated from other teachers (e.g. speech therapists)

The law about the public education contains such arrangements which enlarges the possibilities of the integration. E. g. in the case of the handicapped the compulsory education determined in the year 16 can be extended with 2 years. A teacher of the handicapped with a qualification suitable for the type of deficiency or a travelling teacher can help the teacher's work who does the integrated education of the handicapped child. In the case of the nursery- school and school education of the handicapped the activity - programme of the nursery or the local syllabus of the school contain the special developing programmes which serve the decrease of the disadvantagues deriving from the deficiency. The local syllabus can indicate more than one school year for the performance of the requirements of different years. The school headmaster - with the exception of the practical training - can exempt the student from learning certain subjects partly or wholly, if the student's individual skills and deficiency give reasons for it. The special closing-up activities are free for the handicapped. A speech- and slightly mentally handicapped child or student , a child or student with fitting disorders, with studying difficulties and behaviour problems is considered as two persons in the case of counting of average number at nursery schools and schools,a physically and sence organ handicapped child and a middle serious handicapped child has to be considered as three members and their finance happens according to this fact.

In the middle of 90's the handicapped children's joining  the normal schools started spontaneously. It has firstly demographic and financial reasons:as the number of students decreased and the normative support for handicapped children is higher, schools became interested in providing their education. This spontaneous integration is called ' cool integration ' because in these schools are missing the technical, pedagogical and attitudinal conditions of teaching together the handicapped and healthy children. This spontaneous integration in the estimations initiates thousands of the handicapped children to the normal primary schools, but it does not mean that the basic situation of the segregate education would change. The assure of the conditions of the integrated education of the handicapped students requires the application of many devices even over regulation. From these the most important ones are to create the material, technical, enviromental conditions, to form the pedagogical methodology of the integrated education, to introduce the training of the bintegrating teachers, to provide such trainings which increase the teachers' social sensitiveness and transform their attitude and to create greater financial interests.

3.7 Coexistence and social economic situation

            In Hungary the local authorities operate only 1.5 schools, many of them only 1. Their major part can adjust to the decrease of the students' number only restrictedly because they cannot reduce the number of the classes and teachers according to its measure. The decrease of the demand brings with itself the locally increase of average expenses, so the differences in the expences for one student between the local authorities will remain or increase.It is the explanation for the fact that while the salary - and task expenses for one student in 90's were the highest in the village schools, the salary - and task expenses  for one class in these schools were the  lowest.

           In the respect of the accessing to the educational services the regional differences can be seen in the case of further education in secondary schools.The promotion of the students studying in grammar schools - except Baranya county - is the lowest in North - Hungary and Middle - Transdanubian, on the Great Hungarian Plain and in Middle - Hungary it is relatively high. These differences can be seen mainly in the differences according to the type of settlement and within it the size of the settlement. The number of the institutions of public education strongly depends on the size of the settlements. In Hungary there are 716 settlements ( quarter of the all settlements) where any institutions of public education cannot be found. These are mainly small areas, the two - thirds , 69% of the settlements with population under 500 members belong to here.

           In these villages the promotion of the nursery school children is the smallest within suitable age population, while in other settlements the nursery school provision is full-scale. In the most typical settlements ( 1000-5000) 2 types of institutions operate in general, nursery school and primary school. The 90% of the towns possesses complete public educational possibilities. 96% of secondary schools work in towns. The promotion of the commuter secondary school students is the largest in the secondary schools operating in the villages. With the increase of the town's size this promotion is decreasing radically, but even in Budapest every fifth student commutes from other settlements.

            The inequalities measured in territorial dimension can be shown very well with the help of specific data of the education. In Hungary these data , that is the teacher-student promotion do not indicate serious regional difference. Similar to the inequalities of the accessing to the educational services the differences according to the type of settlement or size of settlement is very determining. Considerable differences can be found in the utalization of the nursery schools places. In the villages with population under 500 the promotion of the nursery school students compared with the places is under 80%, in the villages with population over 5000 the nursery schools are overcrowded and this promotion is 113,2%.

           In primary schools in respect of the number of the students for one teacher and one school the biggest differences are also between the small villages (1000) and big villages (5000 members) .

           The inequalities between the different types of settlements can be seen in the level of the students' knowledge and in the development of their different skills. In Budapest and in the villages the differences are biggest in the respect of reading- text understanding. They are considerable on the field of civic knowledge and cognitive skills, satisfactory in the results of maths and computer studies and low in the case of science subjects. In the schools of different types of settlements compared with the cognitive skills ( which are considered independent talents from the education) the differences of students' abilities become stronger on the field of reading and text - understanding, in the case of civic knowledge it is equivalent with it, while on other fields the education moderates the differences between the students.

           Comparing the results of the Monitor servey of 1995 and 1999 it turns out that between the types of settlements the differences increased in the case of computer studying and reading- text - understanding. The results of computer studies can be explained easily, because of the lack of necessary devices and teachers the settlement structure hardly differed the results, since then the schools in better conditions have been able to create the conditions for its education. The differences in the field of reading - text understanding show the deepening language gap between villages and towns.

3.8 Communicational means of living together ( coexistence)

The cultural institutional system of the national and ethnic minorities formed in the last decade, it was built from national, regional museum- and library network. In the years past the number of the collections of traditional houses and local history increased. The publishing of books is the task of the National Coursebook Publisher, but some minority organizations publish different publications ( calendars, music books, ethnographical publications)

The important devices of the preservation of the minority cultural traditions are self- acting artistic groups: dancing groups, choruses, orchestras, cultural clubs, reading groups and public colleges.

In Hungary at present one ethnic theatre operates, the Deutschee Bühne / German Theatre in Szekszárd. In Pécs Croation and gipsy theatres are planned to be founded.

In the last decades in spite of the persecutions different churches had an important role in the preservation of the identity and mother tongue of the East - North minorities. The government appreciates the churches' role and expects their collaboration in the preservation of the language and culture of the minorities.

About the denominational divisions of the Hungarian society we have only approximate data. The proportion of mainly Roman Catholic and partly Greek Catholic is 60%, the proportion of  Protestants is 30% within it there are 20% of Calvinists and 5% of Lutherans. The remaining part of the believers belongs to small churches. The proportion of the Jewis is about 1%.

There are pieces of information based on experience about the denominational affiliation of the national and ethnic minorities. The Germans are mainly Roman Catholic,  smaller part of them is Lutheran or believer of small churches. The Croations and the Slovenians are Roman Catholic, the Serbians and the Romanians belong to the orthodox church. The denominational division of the Slovakians is varying regionally. The Slovakians living in Transdunabia are Roman Catholic, those who live in the South -East part of the country are Lutherans. The common rule characterizing the religional life of the gipsies: the locational groups of gipsies follow that church which the major part of the society do. At present there are only two places where services go on in gipsy language.

