2.5. General outlines of the European Union concerning school coexistence

The Committee dealing with questions of „culture and society” sets and implements many initiatives by collaborating with cultural institutions and associations on the one hand and by organizing cultural programmes directly on the other hand. Under the supervision of the Committee there is a Project Team in the topic of historical town centres and there are six Workgroups (juvenile, sport, minority, women, school and sports in school, cultural relations).

The Committee offers the chance of communication between different traditions and “cultural routes in which the Central-European region is so rich since ages”.

These “cultural routes” inspired the project called “Didactic paths in the Alps-Adriatic”. This project might give a chance to a large number of proposals and experiments with a special concern to school youth who are ready for mutual exchange visits and connections.

The existing rich and many-coloured cultural heritage requires and deserves an accelerated and intense communication by the means of the best and fastest equipment available today.

In the working panel people should re-discover the pleasure of getting to know each other in order to improve along coexistence and co-operation.

A common effort is required to modernize the training of human resources and improve it to a European level, partly by getting to know mutually the procedures and experience of education in the Alps-Adriatic region.

What we call today civil education is based on the deep knowledge of the home land (Heimat). We cannot ignore the affection of belonging to a culture, although with the help of connecting cyber space it is possible to reach different cultures as well.

In a geo-political area like the Alps-Adriatic region the awareness of belonging to a culture and that of common fate of nations nourishes the desire even more to share values and take in others’.

Civil education therefore becomes part of the Integrated Training System, in which many individuals working in this field contribute to the enrichment of life experience and knowledge.

In this manner it would be worth taking advantage of the numerous EU programmes available in the Alps-Adriatic region, e.g. e-Europe, e-Learning, Socrates, Leonardo, Youth, Tempus which suggest European students establishing strong European identity with their contemporaries of different origin through the knowledge of their own Heimat and the experience of existing pluralism.

The area of the work team shows strong south-north and east-west migration flows. Youngsters looking for work are especially affected by it. The institutions and organisations of the Alps-Adriatic area must prepare to provide young people mobilised by their studies or work with equipment that enable them to feel home in the whole region: e.g. to be able to read books and notes in their mother tongue in public libraries.

It would be important to organise links between public libraries in the Alps-Adriatic region, which would set an example in the spirit of “new type public libraries to the nations of Europe”.

With the co-operation of universities courses should be organised introducing the language, history and literature of the different member provinces therefore showing the various colours and richness of the work team. For this reason, the data base of local institutions, cultural institutes, universities and schools in the Alps-Adriatic region that keep contacts with each other on a bilateral or multilateral level should be updated regularly

For the five Permanent Committees of the Alps-Adriatic region, therefore for all activities .of the work team, the Guidelines attached to the regulations determine as one of the most important tasks that “in their own field of authority all panels should intend to promote professional co-operation with universities, colleges and scientific institutes”.

This is a task of outmost importance in the path of the Alps-Adriatic provinces within the European Union or on the way towards it.

In the Alps-Adriatic region co-operation among universities was formed very early. The Rectors’ Conference initiated by Prof. Anton Kolb from Karl-Franzens Universiät was established in Graz in 1979.

Concerning the political and organisational aspects of the Alps-Adriatic region and organizations on academic level, there is enough autonomy, however, it still seems reasonable and suitable to keep contacts, co-operate and exchange information between the Rectors’ Conference and the Scientific Committee working in the Conference’s framework, as well as between the Senior Leaders’ Committee and the 3rd Committee.

