ESTABLISHING PROTECTED AREAS
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Protected Areas

-

The International Union for Conservation

of Nature (IUCN) defines a protected area
as:

“A clearly defined geographical space, s
recognized, dedicated, and managed, through S
legal or other effective means, to achieve the
long-term conservation of nature with &
assoclated ecosystem services and cultural
values.”



Essence of Establishing Protected Areas

The core essence of protected areas iIs preserving habitats and protecting species.
By safeguarding natural environments from activities like deforestation, poaching,
and pollution, these areas provide safe habitats where plants and animals can
survive, reproduce, and maintain biodiversity, ensuring ecosystem stability over
time.




Establishment and Classification of
Protected Areas

Protected areas can be established in a variety of ways, but the most common
mechanisms are these:

« Government action, usually at a national level, but often on regional or local
levels as well.

 Land purchases by private individuals and conservation organizations.
» Actions of indigenous peoples and traditional societies.

« Development of biological field stations (which combine Dbiodiversity
protection and research with conservation education) by universities and other
research organizations.



Main Protected-area Networks

* TPAS (Terrestrial Protected Areas)

These are land-based regions ((forests, grasslands, deserts, mountains), legally
designated to conserve nature, ecosystems, wildlife, and other resources.

 MPAs (Marine Protected Areas)

Marine Protected Areas are sections of oceans or seas where human activities are
restricted or managed to protect marine ecosystems, biodiversity, and habitats
such as coral reefs, fish populations, and seagrass beds.






Conservation Priorities
THE SPECIES APPROACH

One approach to establishing conservation priorities involves protecting
particular species and, in doing so, protecting an entire biological community.

THE ECOSYSTEM APPROACH

A number of conservationists have argued that ecosystems and the biological
communities that they contain, rather than species, should be targeted for
conservation (Tallis and Polasky 2009).

THE HOTSPOT APPROACH

Certain organisms can be used as biodiversity indicators to guide protection
efforts when specific data about whole ecosystems are unavailable.



Countries with most

* protected areas

1 Venezuela

2 Slovenia

3 Bhutan

a Greenland™

5 Republic of Congo
1" Selected countries
40 Armenia
a6 Tajikistan
92 United States
99 Azerbaijan
100 Russia
105 Belarus
111 Georgia
119 Kyrgyzstan
129 Moldova
132 Ukraine
134 Uzbekistan
135 Kazakhstan
136 Turkmenistan
Countries with least

#* protected areas
150 Turkey
151 Libya
152 Afghanistan
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Protected natural
areas in Venezuela

are almost as big as
Spain itself.
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More than half of Venezuela consists of protected land,
while in Afghanistan nature reserves cover less
than 1 percent of the country.
*Greenland is a part of Denmark.

Note: Countries with total area below 20,000 square kilometers not included






The Places With the Most
Marine Protected Areas

Countries/territories with the highest share
of protected marine territorial waters in 2022 (in %)
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SUMMARY

Establishing protected areas iIs crucial in conservation because they
safeguard biodiversity by preserving species, habitats, and ecosystems
from human pressures such as deforestation, hunting, and pollution,
while maintaining essential ecosystem services like water regulation,
carbon storage, soil protection, and pollination. They mitigate human
Impacts by limiting activities like logging, fishing, and mining, protect
endangered species, and prevent overexploitation In marine and
terrestrial environments.
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